Minutes
Tuesday, October 14, 2008
Mr. Weiss, Acting Chairman, called the Tuesday, October 14, 2008, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:






Martin Weiss, Member 

Jonathan Cody, Member





Tom Romeo, Member

Absent:  

Tim Allen, Chairperson 




Nasos Phillips, Member
Staff


Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent
Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes for 9/23/08.
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7 Rust Lane
Previously, the neighborhood had written to the Commission asking them to take over this parcel of land.  Ms. Basbanes was asked to find out more about the property and what lies on the other side in Lynnfield.  She told members that there is a mix of upland and wetlands on the property and it is not in an endangered area.  The property is now listed as town-owned property.  The neighborhood is afraid that the town might sell the property for development and would like it put under the care and control of Conservation.  Mr. Weiss advised Ms. Basbanes to have the neighborhood draft a citizen’s petition for the next town meeting requesting the transfer of the land from General Government into Conservation and the Conservation Commission would recommend.
Certificate of Compliance
Leland Road (Lots 2 & 3) (245-1254 & 1253)
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission should issue Certificates of Compliance on both Lots 2 & 3.

Extension
1 Ladyslipper Lane (245-1108)
The applicant has requested two 3 year extensions on this property for the same project since it was issued in 2004.  The owners didn’t give a reason for the extension.

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission grant a one year extension to expire 11/22/09.

Public Hearings 
25 Williams Road (245-1307)
Mr. Marlin, the owner, was present along with Attorney Senior.  Mr. DeSousa, the neighbor next door was also present.  Mr. Marlin has requested to expand his driveway and add a triangle of new pavement, of which a portion already has gravel down.  
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Attorney Senior explained that the area for the new pavement is all within an already disturbed area. Mr. DeSousa said that the Conservation Commission made him remove the gravel from his driveway and restore the area with plantings.  Mr. DeSousa also mentioned that Mr. Marlin has installed boundary markers.  
Mr. Marlin said that Mr. DeSousa has not done what the Commission asked him to do previously.  He said he installed snow guards so that Mr. DeSousa can’t plow over his property line into his fence.  
Mr. Marlin said that he has had his property surveyed several times.  Mr. DeSousa claims that Mr. Marlin is working within the 12’ buffer.  Ms. Basbanes read from her site report:  25 Williams Rd – NOI Proposing to pave the new section of driveway.  This will pave and expand the area that we allowed to be gravel.  Work is in the buffer zone, but outside the 12’ No Disturb.  The total impervious area will be 21.7%.  I would like to see plantings provided along the outer edge of the proposed paved area to serve as a buffer to the wetland area.  Otherwise, I have no issues with the work.  Mr. DeSousa reiterated that he was forced to remove gravel and restore with loam and seed and he feels now Mr. Marlin is being allowed to do the same thing.  
Mr. Weiss said that the project before the Commission falls within the parameters allowable.

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, plus one that plantings be installed.

Continued Public Hearings
1 Patriot Way (RDA) – Replace existing deck & add 3 season room
Russ Rogers, the contractor for the project.  Ms. Basbanes went out to the site and determined the wetland line and outlined the wetland line on the plan.  She discovered that some wetlands were created where the tree came down.  The amount of replication required totals 355 s.f.  She would like 15 plants planted along the 12’ buffer and 6 shrubs in the replication area, all native species.
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with one additional condition that plantings be installed, as listed, by June 1, 2009.
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Adjourn

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM.

Approved ___________________Date ________ 
